Environment World Bank says economies must protect nature to grow
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forests, soils, rivers, and the air slows growth and harms people. It also suggests that innovative policies can
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help soils store moisture. Scientists call this "green water." It keeps crops alive in dry spells. When forests
fall, soils dry. Droughts hit harder. The report estimates that lost soil moisture linked to deforestation could
cost approximately $ 379 billion. That accounts for roughly 8 percent of the global agricultural GDP.
Natural forests provide more than twice the protection of plantations. They keep soils wetter and economies
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many places today, excessive nitrogen application can harm yields. The report cites new work showing that
nearly half of the world's calories come from areas where extra nitrogen does more harm than good. Excess
nitrates in water can cause "blue baby syndrome." Runoff also feeds algal blooms and dead zones. The
global bill for nitrogen pollution may reach 3.4 trillion dollars each year. Poorly designed subsidies
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killers. Inadequate water, sanitation, and hygiene contribute to about 1.4 million deaths each year. Outdoor
air pollution kills more than 5.7 million people. Dirty air aso lowers test scores and worker productivity.
The economic cost of air pollution aloneis about 8 trillion dollars ayear. That isroughly 6.1 percent of
global GDP. The burden shifts as countries grow, from waste and biomass burning to industrial emissions
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2050, almost two-thirds of people will livein cities. Urban growth raises incomes and fuelsideas. It also
spreads outward. Farms get pushed into forests and wetlands. That indirect shift has driven deforestation on
about 318,000 square kilometers. That areais amost three times the size of England. City heat is rising too.
Concrete and low tree cover trap heat, strain energy, and water systems. The report finds that urban greening
can cool arid cities by up to 7.6 degrees Celsius during extreme heat events. Compact design and transit also
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The authors cite evidence from farms and factories. Better nitrogen management can return benefits about 25
times higher than costs. A pollution market in India's Gujarat cut emissions at low cost and delivered
benefits that exceeded costs by more than 25 times. China also reduced fine particle pollution while
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with information. Make the damage visible. Monitor air and water in real time. Map forests and soils. Open
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